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DETERMINANTS OF PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS TOWARD OFFSHORE WIND
POWER: EVIDENCE FROM AN INTERNET-BASED QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY
IN JAPAN

Masahiro MATSUURA, Sachihiko ITOH and Eisuke TSUTSUMI

This study aimed to identify the factors determining the public perceptions of offshore wind power by
conducting an internet survey of 2,250 respondents in five prefectures of Japan. The analysis showed that,
in addition to demographic attributes such as gender and place of residence, concern for social issues,
trust in various organizations, and patterns of media use significantly influenced the formation of percep-
tions. In particular, male, residents of Akita Prefecture, individuals who regarded immigration as an im-
portant issue, those who expressed distrust in mass media, and those with longer radio usage tended to
hold negative perceptions, whereas individuals who emphasized environmental and climate change issues
or pensions were less likely to do so. These findings suggest that, in addition to economic compensation
for stakeholders, broader societal trust plays a critical role in enhancing social acceptance.



